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Inlay grafting is one of the besr and mosr
popular systems of propagating pecans now
in use. Grafting was the origiñal merhod
employed by Antoine, the gardener, in
Louisiana in 1845. He is credited as the
first to successfully propagare pecans. The
inlay bark graft is simply a iefinèd procedure
that has proved to hãve definite advantages
over the old standard bark graft.

The Texas method of inlay grafting,
initiated in the 1950's, follows most basic
fundamentals of the srandard inlay graft
procedure, but employs an entireiy -ner,r'

system of covering the graft and srock.
Aluminurn foil provides rtie base cover, re-
flecting sunlight and reducing temperatures
a.roqld the inlay. Polyethylene plastic film,
the final cover, assures constant hish relative
humidity around the inlay. This iysrem not
only results in a higher precentage o[ grow-
.ing grafts, bLrt is easy to use. AII equipment
necessary to do the job can be .ur.i.d in an
apron since the need for a burdensome wax
melter is eliminated.
. Anyone can do inlay grafting by follow-
ing instructions and praðticing- to' develop
skill in basic techniquès.

l. . Use pecon trunks or side limbs I t/2" to 31f2,,
in diometer. Leove one or lwo side bronlhes belbi
cut to keep free vigorous, to protect from sunscold
ond to keep groft from overgrowing.
Cut stroighf ocross trunk or l¡mb w¡th shorp sow
{bow sow is excellent} ot o point obove o section
where ïhe trunk or limb is stroight. Moke cut Z orI feet obove ground if cottle or-horses ore grozing
rn Pecon grove.
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2. Select o seclion of slock with o flot surfoce
so the flot cut surfoce of groft stick wìll fil
,u.rr"ly. Choose o spot on the south or south-
westerÁ side so prevoiling wind will blow
oroft ¡nÎo the tree insteod of owoy.
öut o cleon shield by removing o thin lcyer
of the rough outer bork. Leove the bork os

thick os p"ossible so os to hold the groft
secu rely.
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3. Collect groftwood of desired. voriety
in lote Februory or eorly Morch while tree
is dormoni. Såcure I -yeor wood '/0" 19

I/r" in diometer. Con use wood up Io 3fa",

¡n diometer. Selecl smooth, stroight wood
with 2 or 3 plumP buds ot eoch node'
Pock groftwood in polyethylene ÞoS, "Sqcon oi wooden box in o moist (not wel)
moteriol such os sphognum moss, sowdust
or shovings. Store os neor 32 degrees F' os

oossible.
k"ep gtoft*ood on cold sforoge .until the
dov' it is used. Cut groflstick with 2 or 3

stróng buds ond ot leost ó inches long for
eosy hondling.

4. Use o knife os illustroted with o shorp grofting blode. Hold knife firmly ond with o level

troiectorv moke o smooth, slroighl cu| 21/2" lo 31f2" long'
t;;'ii"':;';;iliä;Jro,.,.' tÀ""uottom of sroft oÀ the Jpposite side ond o little below rhe lowest

bud. This "insuronce bud" is in o reserve posilion' 
¡sition. TheÃ"iionting shoulder oi-l/0" to ,/r'.' long will ollow groft.to be seT ìn on upright pc

shoulder or slonring lrt "xtendr'ãbout 
Ëolf the distoÁce through the groft .sf;ck; thl remoining

level cut is the some thickness from the edge of fhe shoulderJo the end of the groft stick'

liåï" tn"."t¡i" ,rrfocl of cut smooth ond lãvel. Avoid o wcvy surfoce. Turn the groft stick over

ond moke o chisel-sù"pãa -t-"U"i, i¡r'; tà t¡0" long on the'bock side of lhe lower end This

-oL", it eosier to insåd groft ond provides more uniting surfoce.

5. Ploce cul surfoce of groft
oooinst shoved shield on
stáck. Allow t¡0" Ìo t¡r't cvt
surfoce shoulder to extend
obove stock. Hold groft firm-
lv upriqht with left thumb.
deqin ¿ut ot toP of stock
on The right side of gro{t.
Cut lhrough bork down to
the wood.
Drow knif e blode stroight
down the right side to with-
in ,/r" lo 3/0" of the boTlom
portion of the groft. Moke
cut stroight into the bcrk.
Do not ongle the cut inword.s
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9. Peel bock the inloY floP of
bork t¡r" to )" between lwo
oorollel culs. Sfort chiseled end
of groft into slot with the level
cut flot ogoinsl wood of the
stock.

t2

12. Remove qboui holf of
the flop of bork wilh the
grofting knife.

13. Secure the groft bY

use of lwo ì 8-gouge wire
noils, t¡r,t or 3fa,, long.
Drive the noils corefullY
with o tock or smqll
hommer. Ploce one noìl
through the floP of bork
ond into groft iust obove
chiseled surfoce. Ploce one
noil through groft neor
the top of the stock.

6. Hold groft firmlY in Po.silion
wilh thum-b of right hond. Do

not ollow groft Io move ofter
first side cut is mode. Bring the
left hond oround bqck of stock'
Cotch qroft with first 3 fingers
of left 

"hond ond hold in exoct
posìtion.
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7. Moke the cut on the left
side of the groft identicol
to the cut on the right side.

8. Two porollel cuts through
bork form on inloY Poltern.
This inloy pottern should be
exoctlv the some size os lhe
lower'secfion of the groft.

tO. Press the floP of bork ogoinst
the groft with the thumb of the
riqht hond to hold groft firmlY in
th"e lnloy slot. Apply firm pressure
on top of groft to force it inlo inloy
s lot.

I l. Push groft inÌo
inloy slot until the %"
lo t/2" cut surfoce of
the shoulder is obove
the lop of the stock.
This combium oround
the bork of cut surfoce
will form o collus roll
thot will cover the lop
of the stock ond on-
chor the groft securely
to the stock.
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I 4. Toke an B" , l0" or 12"
squore of oluminum foil
(regulor household); leor or
cut o line down to the
center of the squore. Fold
the oluminum foil squore
oround stock so thot the
botlom of lhe teor fits
right under the "insuronce
bud. "

17. Tie the polyethYlene
bog ot the .cut corner
oround the groft ond iust
below the "insuronce bud"
ond obove the cul surfoce
of lhe overlop shoulder.
Tie with o rubber bond.
smoll rubber budding strìP
or polyelhylene toPe, so
thot the groft will not suf-
fer girdling domoge.
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15. Fold eoch side of the divided
end of the squore of oluminum
foil. Cover oll cut surfoces with
the foil, including the overlop
shoulder of the groft. Crimp îhe
foil lo form o loose mold oround
the stock.
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I ó. Cut off one corner of
o pinl or quort-size poly-
ethylene bog to moke o
hole ot thot point. Slip the
bog over the groft ond
work the groft through the
hole. Pull the bog down
gently until lhe cut corner
rests just below lhe "in-
suronce bud."
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t8. Tie the lower end of the
polyethylene bog oround the
sfock. Use polyethylene tope,
ploslic electricol tope or o
lorger rubber budding strip
to secure the lower end of
the bog.
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t9. Coot the cut surfoce of the
lip end of the groft with oronge
shelloc. Use the shelloc from o
closed contoiner wilh o point
brush, or shoe shine bottle with
o douber, or from o plostic dis-
penser bottle with o flip spout.
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